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For            Immediate Release
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           Contact: Betsy Hart 202-226-8555
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Vets            Subcommittees Approve Congresswoman’s Legislation on 
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           Women’s Health Care, Education
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June 4,            2009, Washington, DC-
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 Today, the Veterans’ Affairs Health and            Economic Opportunity subcommittees considered and approved two different            bills introduced by Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin, sending the bills            to the full committee.
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The Veterans’ Affairs            Health Subcommittee passed Herseth Sandlin’s Women Veterans Health Care            Improvement Act which would expand and improve VA health care services            for women who have bravely served their country. The Women Veterans            Health Care Improvement Act calls for a study of barriers to women veterans            seeking health care, assessment of women’s health care programs, medical            care for newborn children of women veterans, enhancement of VA sexual            trauma programs, enhancement of PTSD treatment for women, establishment            of a pilot program for child care services, and the addition of recently            separated women veterans to serve on advisory committees.
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“With more women            serving their country now than ever before, it’s critical that the health            care services available through the VA adequately reflect their diverse            needs,” Rep. Herseth Sandlin said. “I’m pleased that this bill is working            its way through the legislative process, and I anticipate further progress            at the full committee level in the coming weeks.”
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Also today, the            Veterans’ Affairs Economic Opportunity Subcommittee, chaired by Rep.            Herseth Sandlin, passed legislation she introduced to expand the available            work-study opportunities to veterans pursuing a college degree. Currently,            veterans utilizing their GI Bill benefits who qualify for work-study            may only hold positions related to VA work. Herseth Sandlin’s legislation,            the Pilot College Work Study Programs for Veterans Act, directs the            Secretary of Veterans Affairs to conduct a five-year pilot project to            test the feasibility and advisability of expanding the scope of qualifying            veterans’ work-study activities to include positions in academic departments            such as tutoring or assisting with researching, teaching and lab work,            as well student services such as positions in career centers, financial            aid, orientation, cashiers, admissions, records and registrations offices.
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“Given the variety            of tasks our men and women in uniform perform while serving their country,            we should be capitalizing on the unique training and skill sets that            veterans who are pursuing their degree bring to their educational institutions,”            Rep. Herseth Sandlin said. 
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